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FACT FILE
How to get there:
Port Augusta is approximately 310
kilometres north of Adelaide on National
Highway 41.
Stay:
There are two caravan parks in Port Augusta, one on the highway and the other
set a little furlher back in the town.
www. bi g4.com. aulcaravan-parks/sa./
f inders-ran ges-outback/d iscoveryparks-port-augusta
www.topparks.com.aulparks/south-
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australia/port-aug usta./20 1 -shorel ine-

caravan-park
Or for a flinders experience try the Spear
Creek Caravan Park or Mambray Creek
Campground,
www.spearcreekcaravanpark.com.au
www.environment. sa. gov.au / parks/
Find_ a-Park/Browse by region/
Flinders Ranges and Outback/mounlremarkable-national -park/camping-andaccommodation/mambray-creek
Must see places in Port Augusta:
Arid Lands Botanic Garden
www.aalbg.sa.gov.au

Wadlata Outback Centre
www.wadlata.sa. gov.au

Port Augusta Cultural Centre
www. portaugusta.sa. gov.au

andering the gardens you can learn how
and where to use these plants at home
and also find out about their traditional and
medicinal uses. The garden has well laid
out walking trails to take including one to
a lookout with views to the Flinders. The
garden is free to visit 7 days a week from
7.30am to sundown. lt has a comfodable
caf6 that uses native plant ingredients in
the menu and is so good that even locals
pa$onise. There is a plant nursery as well
as a k'itch free gift shop. You can easily spend half a day or more here and the
garden looks different every season with
different species flowering throughout the
year.

The other attraction Port Augusta is
known for is Wadlata Outback Centre.
This is an experience that you'd be best
to put aside a day to appreciate fully, although they do give you a pass-out to
come back. Located in the heart of town
it looks like a standard building from the
outside except for the giant windmill on
top. On entering you are in for more of a
surprise as you're invited through the gaping mouth of a snake and begin a journey
through the belly of the reptile surrounded
by sights and stories of the outback. Visitors are taken from the beginning of ab-
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original dreamtime with explanations of
how local landscapes came to be, through

to early explorers experiences in opening
up the country the Ghan railway story and
early settlers times. The further through
the snake you go the more you learn of

this region's history through to the gas and
mineral exploration in the surrounding areas today. Then at the end you are safely
delivered back to where you started and
into the modern information centre, shop
and cafe.
Having done the top two things that put
Port Augusta on the map there is still more
to see and do including strolling along the
foreshore area. This lovely area overlooking the top of the gulf has green parks and
gardens, playgrounds and BBQs and a
wharf where dolphins are regularly seen
cruising by. For lovers of indigenous art
you will find the Cultural Centre located in
the centre of town with displays of locally
produced art and other touring exhibitions
in the gallery.
Never far from sight though are those

imposing peaks of the Flinders Ranges,
parts of which are easily accessible from
Port Augusta. Better still once you've enjoyed the sights of Port Augusta, set up
camp just a little down the track at the

Spear Creek Caravan Park. Just over 30
kilometres south of Port Augusta on the
Augusta Highway take the Horrocks Pass
road and follow the sign posts which will
take you to this peaceful and serene park,
set within a working sheep station. Here
you can set up camp be it tent, camper or
caravan in powered or unpowered sites

and have the southern Flinders Ranges
as your backdrop. Campfires are allowed

and apart from the stunning scenery you
will also have a camp kitchen and dining
area, laundry and bush walks on your doorstep. This is an ideal base for exploring the
nearby Mount Remarkable National Park
and Mambray Creek with its breathtaking
gorges and rare yellow footed rock wallabies. There are stunning escarpments and
massive River Red Gums in this part of the
southern Flinders. Mambray Creek also
has a campground which offers camping
and unpowered caravan sites in this National Park.
Best time of year to visit: August through
to November is the perfect time to visit Port
Augusta and the southern Flinders Ranges
with temperatures being mild to warm and
native flowers coming in to bloom. Alternatively the autumn months, March through
to May would also be

ideal.
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