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with and one inquisitive wild brumby in the

sand dunes. As the tide began making its

way in, we drove off the beach and headed

back on the smooth easy driving road and

past Frenchman Peak.

This imposing rock is deceptively tower-

ing and for the brave there is a 3 kilome-

tre walking trail that can be taken from the

eastern slope to the peak. lt is rated as very

difficult because of the steep gradient and

climbers should allow 2 hours for the return

trek. Although the views are no doubt spec-
tacular I must admit I was happy to admire

its amazing formation from the safety of the
ground. The distinctive cut out window in
the rock was carved by wind and wave ac-
tion when sea levels were much higher mil-

lions of years ago and makes for interesting
photos, as do the tiny ant-like people atop
the rock.

Our next destination was Hellfire Bay.

The ominous sounding bay is believed to
have been named after the weather phe-

nomenon St Elmo's fire where an electric

charge from lightning can cause a ship's
mast to fluoresce. Farfrom its frightful name

though we hadn't seen anything as heav-

enly as the vivid blue water. From the car
park area there was an easy walk down to
the beach, past a couple of toilets, a BBQ

and shelter area and onto paradise. More
ridiculously white, squeaky sand and the
'deepest sapphire blue water I'd ever seen.

A visitor to the BBQ shelter area was caus-

ing quite a stir on our way back, a very large

monitor lizard was lumbering through trying

to find a sunny spot to soak up the heat

from the sun.

Driving on we wound our way around

to Thistle Cove which although still having

the same stunning blue water edged with

whiter than white sand it was also had a

much rockier headland. There are some

huge interesting rock formations to dis-

cover and photograph but as always you

need to be observant to wave action near

the rocks. There is a couple of rock fishing

anchor points here as well as a safety life

ring situated in the rocks. One prominent

overshadowing, almost wave shaped rock

is called whistling rock which because of its

curvature can at times echo the sound of

the wind and waves in the cove. You'll also

find some interesting interpretive signage

which gives the indigenous dreaming story

behind the rocks in the bay.

Back at Lucky Bay we had another
'only in Australia' experience by indulging

in a'Kangacino' whilst tucking into damper

scones covered in quandong jam. All of this

serued from the Lucky Bean mobile coffee

van on the pristine sand by Robyne and

Doc Reynolds who have been running this

family business since 2014. The van oper-

ates from September through to April and is

worth visiting not only for the novelty but for
the truly delicious coffee and scones.

There's no need for guilt over this indul-

gence either as you can work it off by walk-
ing a section of the Cape Le Grand coastal

trail. There is a number of walks you can

take between the surrounding bays varying

in time and difficulty. The entire trail from Le

Grand Beach to Rossiter Bay extends for
15 kilometres one way and walkers are ad-
vised to allow 8-9 hours. The quickest and

easiest section is from Lucky Bay to Thistle

Cove taking around t hour one way and is
relatively easy to manage. This walk is one
you can take from the Lucky Bay camp-
ground giving great views over the bay be-
fore passing through dense heath vegeta-
tion and rocky headlands, then opens up to
the panorama of Thistle Cove. q}

Getting there: Cape Le Grand National
Park is 50 kilometres south east of Es-
perance in Western Australia. All roads
within the park are sealed other than
the spur road to Rossiter Bay which is
a graded road. Park entry fee is $1 2 per
vehicle and camping costs $l0 per adult,
per night.

When to go: From September through
to April are ideal with the summer
months being a stand out io marvel at
the incredibly white sand dotted with
roos. li is best to avoid the peak times of
school holidays and public holidays to
have a better chance of getting a site at
Lucky Bay and Cape Le Grand camp-
grounds.

Where to stay: Cape Le Grand camp-
ground has 15 campsites and Lucky
Bay campground over 60 sites over two
levels. Both areas have septic toilets and
solar heated showers. There are also
camp kitchen areas wiih barbecues and
dish washing areas. Sites are non-pow-
ered and phone reception isn't available
unless you take a drive to the Frenchman
Peak area where you will find people
parked and making use of the reception
available there.

Must dos: Make friends with the kanga-
roos at Lucky Bay, they are very obliging
models for photographs.
Enloy a Kangacino and damper scones
on the beach from the Lucky Bean cof-
fee van.
Walk part of the Cape Le Grand Coastal
Trail or if you're up to it, scale Frenchman
Peak.
Drive along Cape Le Grand beach, find
a secluded stretch and settle in for a day
of fishing.
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